
 

                                                  Hepatitis B Investigation and Reporting Steps Summary 

Start Here Has person been reported for hepatitis B before? 
Check NCEDSS.  

Meets case definition? 

Gather information including laboratory tests (positive and 
negative) and clinical information. Evaluate available 
information. Does it meet case definition? 

Enter available information including negative labs 
and report as Chronic HBV “Does not meet criteria”. 

Hepatitis B Acute:  
 
Clinical Criteria 
Acute onset or new detection of at least one of the following: 
Jaundice  
Total Bilirubin>3.0 mg/dL 
ALT>200 IU/L 
 
Laboratory Criteria: 
Tier 1: 
Detection of HBsAg AND IGM anti-HBc OR 
Detection of HBeAg AND IgM anti-HBc OR 
Detection of HBV DNA AND IgM anti-HBc OR 
Detection of HBsAg, HBeAg OR 
HBV DNA within 12 months (365 days) of negative HBsAg test 
result. 
 
Tier 2: 
Detection of HBsAg AND 
IgM anti-HBc (IgM antibody to HBV core antigen test not done or 
result not available OR 
Detection of HBV DNA AND IgM anti-HBc test not done or result 
not available. 
 
Presumptive Laboratory Evidence 
Detection of IgM anti-HBc AND Negative or not done for HBsAg, 
HBV DNA, or HBeAg. 

Issue control measures.  
Any sexual, needle sharing or Household contacts? 

Test contacts 
If contact is HBsAg positive: Report as a contact. 
If contact is HBsAb positive: Contact is immune. 
If contact is HBsAg and HBsAb negative: Vaccinate. 

Hepatitis B Acute: Probable 
Case meets clinical criteria AND presumptive laboratory 
evidence of acute HBV.  

Request additional testing required rule out if it 
meets case definition or not and re-evaluate. 

Follow the NCEDSS Decision Tree located in the 
HBV CD Manual to report the event. 

Enter available information into NCEDSS. 
Event based on case definition met. 
Include symptoms, ALT, Bilirubin, positive and negative hepatitis 
labs. 
Document control measures given. 
Document contacts found/not found, 
Number tested; number vaccinated. 

Hepatitis B Chronic: 
 
Clinical Criteria 
No symptoms required. 
 

Laboratory Criteria: 
Detection of HBsAg in two clinical specimens taken > 6 months 
apart OR 
Detection of HBeAg in two clinical specimens taken > 6 months 
apart OR 
Detection of HBsAg OR HBeAg AND total anti-HBc OR 
Detection of HBsAg AND HBeAg OR 
Detection of HBV DNA. 
 

Presumptive Laboratory Evidence: 
Detection of HBsAg or HBeAg AND 
IgM anti-HBc test negative, not done or result not available. 

 
 

Seek assistance for discordant labs 

Hepatitis B Acute: Confirmed 
Case meets Tier 1 confirmatory laboratory evidence of acute 
HBV infection OR Meets clinical criteria AND Tier 2 
confirmatory laboratory evidence of acute HBV. 
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